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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed
by concert bands and string orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally
adept at writing music for beginners as he is for high school and college
ensembles. His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is
well scored and stretches the musicianship of the performers. He prides
himself on producing music that is not only intriguing to performers and
audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a keen
understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments.
His pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numerous
contest/ festival performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-
winning composer, has over 300 publications in print and is in demand to write
commissions for bands and orchestras across the country.

In addition to his abilities as a composer, Larry is the founder and President of Excelcia Music Publishing.
His new company will focus on educational music for band, choral and orchestra along with related
methods and books. Prior to Larry starting his own publishing company, he served for over eighteen
years as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music, and before that, as Instrumental Music
Editor for Warner Bros. Publications. Larry travels the world presenting clinics/workshops and guest
conducting appearances. His background as a former middle school director and Director of Bands at
Syracuse University, combined with his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music
for school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and
Masters Degrees in Condticting andif€omposition from James Madison University in Virginia. For more
information aboutfthe music of Largy Clark, visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com

ARS VITAE
(ART_LS LIFE)

Ars Mitae was commissioned by the Dutham Schgol of the AftsBandin Durham, NC. ConductorsAllenAmos,
Kén Davis, and Sasan Townsend join ineelebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding of the'school.

Ars Vitae is Latin for “art isflife”. Since the cOmmission of thisPiece was to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of an‘arts;schooldufelt it was a fitting title to celebrate the importance that thesarts in general play in all
of our lives. Without the arts, life would just begplain dull!

My inspiration for the piece was to create a celebratory work to honor the school’s anniversary, but also,
I wanted there to be emotional moments as is presented.in the lyrical middle section of the piece, where
the range of emotions that music can/ portray is presented. The piece is built almost entirely out of the
melodic material first stated in thefirst measure. Similar intervallic relationships are present throughout
all of the main themes. The bold fanfare-like main theme should be contrasted in style and presentation
with the more lyrical middle section of the piece that is still based on the same melodic fragment.

It is always my goal to use the full textural and timbral resources of the concert band as to give the piece
variety, but also to afford each performer in the ensemble the opportunity to feel they are an integral part
of the whole. The piece will work well as a concert opener or closer.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. I hope you and your students enjoy
it and find it useful for your program.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2020
You
0
larryclarkmusic.com larryclarkmusic larryclarkmusic excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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Commissioned by the Durham School of the Arts Band in Durham, NC. Conductors Allen Amos,
Ken Davis, and Susan Townsend join in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding of the school.

Full Score

LARRY CLARK
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