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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed
by concert bands and string orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally
adept at writing music for beginners as he is for high school and college
ensembles. His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is
well scored and stretches the musicianship of the performers. He prides
himself on producing music that is not only intriguing to performers and
audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a keen
understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments.
His pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numerous
contest/ festival performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-
winning composer, has over 300 publications in print and is in demand to write
commissions for bands and orchestras across the country.

In addition to his abilities as a composer, Larry is the founder and President of Excelcia Music Publishing.
His new company will focus on educational music for band, choral and orchestra alofig With related
methods and books. Prior to Larry starting his own publishing cotnpany, he served fonover eighteen
years as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Musi®), dnd before that, as"Instrumental Music
Editor for Warner Bros. Publications. Larry travels the worldwpresenting clinies /Workshops and guest
conducting appearances. His background as a former middle school director‘and Director of Bands at
Syracuse University, combined with his composing and editing, have placed Larty at the forefront of music
for school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in MusicgEducation from Florida State University and
Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James MadisomUniversity in Virginia. For more
information about the music of Larry Clark, visithisiwebsite wwwdarryclarkmusic.com

QBLIVION

Oblivion was commissioned by the Polk Geunty Public Schi60ls through a grant from the Universal
Orlando Foundation, Inc. for the GeergeJenkins HighsSchool and Lakeland Highlands Middle School
Orchestras, Lakeland, Florida, Shelby Montgomery, Director. It was then transcribed for concert band.

The writing of this piece@vas/parbof a “meet the @@mposer” process. I met with the students via Zoom
to discuss my compositional process, and te,get their input on the type of piece they wanted. It was
determined that they wanted something,aggressive and to showcase all section of the orchestra, but to
highlight the strong low brass and*woodwind sections. After this discussion, I went to work and wrote
the main theme of the piece. I metbaek tp with the students, present the draft to them, listened to their
reactions and discussed whatunight/come next in the piece from a compositional perspective. Armed
the information from this diseussion, I completed the piece and presented it to the students for more
feedback before finalizing,thé work.

Once the piece was completed, we had a long discussion about titles, and how they are important to grab
the attention ofthose 100King for music, but also to depict the style and feel of the music. After much back
and forth, thetitle Oblfvion was selected. I think it captures the essence of the aggressive cinematic nature
of the music, andithe epic style that the students wanted included. I worked really hard to have the piece
incorporate techniques that are unique to string instruments. The piece should be epic but should also
be contrasted by the more lyrical soaring material and the slower emotional middle section.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. I hope you and your students enjoy
it and find it useful for your program.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2022
You
@
larryclarkmusic.com larryclarkmusic larryclarkmusic excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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